
/ Asia-Pacific Program /

In	the	past	year,	Franciscans	International	has	engaged	with	long-standing,	as	well	
as	newly	emerging,	issues	in	the	Asia-Pacific	region.	These	include	extrajudicial	
killings,	transitional	justice,	freedom	of	expression,	the	rights	of	indigenous	peoples,	
and	the	rights	of	asylum	seekers	and	refugees.	

Philippines
The	Philippines	is	living	in	a	period	of	intense	Government-sanctioned	violence	
against	its	own	people.	Shortly	after	taking	power	in	2016,	President	Duterte	initiated	
a	so-called	“war	on	drugs”,	a	set	of	draconian	policies	aimed	at	freeing	the	country	
from	drugs,	drug	dealers,	and	drug	users.	So	far,	this	violence	has	claimed	thousands	
of	lives,	a	large	part	of	which	is	caused	by	extrajudicial	killings	performed	in	the	
context	of	institutionalized	impunity.	The	victims	of	these	executions	are	largely	
poor	urban	dwellers,	drug	addicts,	small	dealers,	and	innocent	bystanders	caught	
in	the	crossfire	–	including	children.	

Franciscans	International	has	worked	with	local	and	international	partners	to	bring	
the	issue	of	the	extrajudicial	killings	to	international	attention,	especially	to	the	
United	Nations	(UN),	and	to	advocate	for	international	pressure	on	the	Government	
of	the	Philippines	to	halt	this	massacre.	

These	efforts	resulted	in	a	joint	statement	at	the	UN	Human	Rights	Council	(HRC)	
by	39	UN	Member	States	calling	for	the	respect	of	human	rights	and	in	over	50	
recommendations	on	extrajudicial	killings	during	the	UN	Universal	Periodic	Review	
(UPR)	of	the	Philippines.	Additionally,	Franciscans	International	supported	the	appeal	
from	the	Conference	of	the	Catholic	Bishops	of	the	Philippines	that	joined	the	call	
for	an	immediate	stop	to	the	killings	and	the	restoration	of	human	rights	in	the	
country.
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[Franciscans International] 
provided me with a voice 
to speak on the behalf of 
refugees and for them to 
also have a voice.

Carol	Hucker,
former	Mental	Health	Worker	

Manus	Island	Processing	Center
Papua	New	Guinea	

©	Courtesy	of	Raffy	Lerma
Manila,	Philippines.

©	Paolo	Cravero
Woman	in	Indonesia.



Despite	some	cosmetic	policy	changes	by	the	Government	of	the	Philippines	–	result	
of	the	international	pressure	regarding	extrajudicial	killings	–	the	overall	human	
rights	situation	in	the	country	is	still	dire.	

Australia
In	2017,	Franciscans	International	was	actively	engaged	in	advocacy	activities	to	
ensure	the	rights	of	asylum	seekers	and	refugees	intending	to	reach	Australia.	

For	the	past	five	years,	Australia	has	avoided	its	international	obligations	by	refusing	
to	protect	refugees	and	asylum	seekers	coming	by	boat	to	its	shores.	Under	a	
controversial	policy,	Australia	has	detained	asylum	seekers	arriving	by	boat	in	centers	
on	Manus	Island,	in	Papua	New	Guinea	and	in	Nauru.	The	rationale	behind	this	policy	
is	to	discourage	human	trafficking	and	deaths	at	sea.

The	Manus	Island	Offshore	Processing	Centre,	which	holds	only	men,	has	been	at	
the	center	of	the	discussion	on	this	policy.	Human	rights	abuses,	such	as	arbitrary	
detention,	have	been	repeatedly	reported.	Furthermore,	the	right	to	food;	water	and	
sanitation;	and	health,	both	physical	and	psychological,	appear	to	be	inadequate.	
The	process	for	refugee	claims	has	shown	to	be	unclear	and	confusing.	

After	Papua	New	Guinea’s	Supreme	Court	held,	in	2016,	that	the	Manus	Island	
Offshore	Processing	Centre	was	unconstitutional,	Australia	closed	the	camp	by	late	
October	2017.	During	this	process	further	abuses	and	human	rights	violations	–	in	
particular	the	right	to	health	and	wellbeing	of	refugees	and	asylum	seekers	–	were	
reported	by	local	and	international	media.	

Together	with	its	partners,	Franciscans	International	has	engaged	in	advocacy	
activities	at	the	UN	in	Geneva	to	pressure	the	Government	of	Australia	to	respect	
and	uphold	the	human	rights	of	asylum	seekers	and	refugees.	The	concluding	
observations	of	the	sixth	periodic	report	of	Australia	by	the	Human	Rights	Committee	
included	proposals	put	forward	by	Franciscans	International	regarding	the	principle	
of	non-refoulement	and	protection.

Sri Lanka 
The	status	of	transitional	justice	in	Sri	Lanka	is	another	theme	that	the	Asia-Pacific	
desk	focused	on	in	the	past	year.	

Despite	the	commitments	of	the	Government	of	Sri	Lanka	to	the	UN	since	2015,	
there	are	serious	concerns	regarding	the	inadequacy	of	the	implementation	of	these	
obligations	on	the	promotion	of	reconciliation,	accountability,	and	human	rights.	

Partners	on	the	ground	have	highlighted	how	victims’	grievances	have	not	been	
addressed	by	the	Government,	and	how	the	widespread	protests	by	families	of	
disappeared,	landless,	unemployed,	workers,	etc.	have	not	been	heard.	

Franciscans	International	focused	its	advocacy	engagement	both	nationally	and	
internationally.	In	Sri	Lanka,	we	supported	a	national	consultation	of	ecumenical	
organizations	to	prepare	a	submission	to	the	UPR	of	Sri	Lanka.	At	the	UN	in	Geneva,	
we	engaged	with	the	UPR	process	–	emphasizing	the	impact	of	the	heavy	presence	
of	the	military	in	the	northern	part	of	the	county	on	transitional	justice	–	and	with	
the	Committee	on	the	Elimination	of	Discrimination	against	Women	(CEDAW).	
Furthermore,	Franciscans	International	and	its	partners	organized	a	side-event	to	
the	34th	session	of	the	Human	Rights	Council,	focusing	on	issues	such	as	extrajudicial	
executions;	enforced	disappearances;	land	return;	ethnic,	linguistic	and	religious	
discrimination;	and	sexual	violence	against	women	and	girls.	
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[Working with FI] gave me 
a kind of self-confidence. 
Before I always felt rather 
‘minor’ when dealing with 
out advocacy network here 
in Papua, and felt I was 
looked at as a negligible 
thing. Feeling backed by 
an international network, 
I started speaking up 
and creating ways for 
our partners to reach out 
internationally.

Yuliana	Langowuyo,
Director

Justice,	Peace	and	Integrity	of	Creation
Franciscans	Papua
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Okinawa, Japan
Okinawa	is	one	of	the	southernmost	islands	of	Japan.	The	
population	has	a	distinctive	language	which	is	different	from	
Japanese.	The	island	is	inhabited	mainly	by	the	Ryukyuan	
indigenous	peoples	and	Japanese	settlers.	Almost	30	percent	of	
its	land	is	used	for	US	military	bases	and	it	hosts	more	than	half	
of	the	US	military	personnel	in	Japan.	Okinawa	has	faced	several	
human	rights	challenges,	mainly	concentrating	around	the	
presence	of	US	military	facilities,	and	particularly	in	relation	to	
indigenous	peoples’	rights	and	freedom	of	expression.	

Informed	by	the	testimony	of	local	partners	and	reinforced	by	
the	report	of	the	UN	Special	Rapporteur	on	the	promotion	and	
protection	of	the	right	to	freedom	of	opinion	and	expression,	
Franciscans	International	worked	intensely	to	bring	the	situation	
of	Okinawa	to	international	attention.	

With	this	aim	and	together	with	our	partners,	we	documented	
the	incidents	involving	journalists,	peaceful	protesters,	and	the	
systematic	discrimination	against	the	people	of	Ryukyu.	In	
particular,	Franciscans	International	closely	followed	the	case	

of	the	human	rights	defender	and	activist,	Mr.	Hiroji	Yamashiro,	
a	leader	of	the	non-violent	protest	movement	against	a	US	
military	base.	Arrested	in	October	2016,	Mr.	Yamashiro	spent	five	
months	in	detention	and	was	released	due	to	national	and	
international	pressure.

Franciscans	International	advocated	for	freedom	of	expression	
and	the	rights	of	indigenous	peoples	during	the	pre-UPR	and	
UPR	sessions.	We	presented	two	follow-up	reports	to	the	UN	
Special	Rapporteur	on	the	promotion	and	protection	of	the	right	
to	freedom	of	opinion	and	expression	and	delivered	statements	
on	these	issues	at	the	UN	Human	Rights	Council.	Together	with	
representatives	of	the	Okinawan	civil	society,	we	also	organized	
a	side-event	to	the	35th	Human	Rights	Council	in	June,	where	
field	partners,	including	Mr.	Yamashiro,	reflected	on	the	challenges	
faced	by	the	people	of	Okinawa.	As	result,	several	proposals	from	
Franciscans	 International	 were	 reflected	 in	 the	 UPR	
recommendations	to	Japan,	especially	those	on	freedom	of	
expression	and	the	rights	of	Ryukyuan/Okinawan	indigenous	
people.	

©	FI/Paolo	Cravero
Side-event	to	the	Human	Rights	Council	focusing	on	

the	issue	of	Religious	Freedom	in	Sri	Lanka.



	 	 	 	 	 CHF	
Income
Franciscan Orders and Congregations (unrestricted)  275'912

Franciscan Funds (restricted) 217'474

Funding Agencies and Foundations   430'098

Other Donations   130

Total income   923'614

Expenses
Advocacy   661'080

Communications, Animation and Fundraising   156'782

Administration   238'771

Total operating expenses   1'056'633

Non-operating income 	 	 	 27'222

Result of the year	 	 -105'797*

*In 2017 Franciscans International could not cover all expenses with the year’s income alone. 
The 105'797 CHF deficit was covered by the contingency fund built in previous years for this purpose.

Expenses

Advocacy 62,6  %

Administration 22,6  %

Communications, Animation 
and Fundraising 14,8  %

Franciscan Orders and Congregations 
(unrestricted) 29,87 %

Franciscan Funds (restricted) 23,55 %

Funding Agencies and 
Foundations 46,57 %

Other Donations 0,01 %

Income

Financial Report 2017 
Reviewed by PricewaterhouseCoopers SA
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/ Donor Acknowledgement / 
Franciscans International wishes to express its sincere gratitude to the Franciscan orders and congregations, individual donors 
as well as the following funding entities for their generous funding in 2017: 
Adoff (Netherlands), Adveniat (Germany), Brot für die Welt (Germany), Fastenopfer (Switzerland), Franciscan Foundation (USA), 
Franziskaner Mission (Germany), Misean Cara (Ireland), Misereor (Germany), Missionszentrale der Franziskaner (Germany), 
Rose Marie Khoo Foundation (Singapore- Switzerland), Trócaire (Ireland).

Help us protect human rights

Switzerland
	Name	of	account	holder:	Franciscans	International	/	Address	of	account	holder:	Rue	de	Vermont	37–39,	CH	1202	Geneva	/	Bank	Name:	UBS	SA	/	
Address:	Route	de	Florissant	59,	CH	1206	Geneva	/	SWIFT/BIC:	UBSWCHZH80A	/	Clearing	No.	240	/	CHF	Account	No:	240-357384.01F	/	 	

IBAN:	CH69	0024	0240	3573	8401	F	/	 		EUR	Account	No:	240-357384.61W	/	IBAN:	CH85	0024	0240	3573	8461	W

USA
Name	of	account	holder:	Franciscans	International	/	Address	of	account	holder:	246	E.	46th	St.,	/	Apt.	1F,	New	York,	NY	10017-2937	/	Bank	
Name:	JPMorgan	Chase	Bank	/	Address	of	Bank:	1	United	Nations	Plaza,	/	New	York	NY	10017	USA	/	Account	Number:	292500458265	/	ABA	
Number:	021000021	/	Currency	of	Account:	USD

Franciscans	International	is	entirely	dependent	on	donations	from	Franciscan	orders	and	congregations,	funding	
agencies	and	institutions,	parishes,	and	people	sensitive	to	Franciscan	values	of	solidarity,	peace,	social	justice,	and	
respect	for	the	environment.	Make	a	difference	with	your	donation	and	help	us	protect	human	rights.

©	FI/Etienne	Chénier-Laflèche
Street	art	calling	for	hope,	justice	and	hospitality	in	Brazil.
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Franciscans International Staff

International Board of Directors

Joseph Rozansky, OFM 
Representative	of	the	Order		
of	Friars	Minor	(President)

Markus Heinze, OFM 
Executive	Director

Kevin Queally, TOR
Representative	of	the	Third	Order		

Regular	of	St.	Francis

Ruth Marcus, OSF
Representative	of	the	Secular		

Franciscan	Order

Budi Tjahjono 
Asia-Pacific	Program	Coordinator

Lourdes Briones 
Human	Resources	and	Finance	Officer

Marina El Khoury 
Representative	at	the	United	Nations	

(New	York)

Jude Winkler, OFM Conv.
Representative	of	the	Order	of		

Friars	Minor	Conventual

Sandra Ratjen 
International	Advocacy	Director	

Deputy	Executive	Director

Clark Berge, SSF
Representative	of	the	Society	of		

Saint	Francis

Markus Heinze, OFM 
(Executive	Director	of	

Franciscans	International)

Etienne Chénier-Laflèche 
Americas	Program	Coordinator

Paolo Cravero 
Communications	Officer

Christian Leo Seno, OFM
Advocacy	and	Outreach	Assistant	

(New	York)

Benedict Ayodi, OFM Cap.
Representative	of	the	Order	of	Friars		

Minor	Capuchin

Enkeleda Papa 
Africa	Program	Coordinator

Carla Casadei, SFP
Representative	of	the	International	

Franciscan	Conference	of	the	Sisters	and	
Brothers	of	the	Third	Order	Regular	of	

Saint	Francis

Cédric Chatelanat 
Project	Manager

Odile Coirier, FMM
Liaison	Officer	

(New	York)
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Our Vision
A	global	community	in	which	the	dignity	of	every	person	is	respected,		

resources	are	shared	equitably,	the	environment	is	sustained,		
and	nations	and	peoples	live	in	peace. 

Our Mission 
We	are	a	Franciscan	voice	at	the	UN	protecting	the	vulnerable,		

the	forgotten,	and	the	wounded	earth.

Geneva: 
37-39	rue	de	Vermont,	P.	O.	Box	104,	CH-1211	Geneva	20,	Switzerland,		

T	+41	22	7	79	40	10,	F	+41	22	7	79	40	12,	geneva@fiop.org 

New York:  
246	East	46th	Street	#1,	New	York,	NY	10017-2937,	United	States,		

T	+1(917)	675	1075,	newyork@fiop.org

www.franciscansinternational.org


